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Oct. 18, 2007
Dear 5AE Families,

The purpose of the Junior School classroom-based philanthropy projects is to provide students with a meaningful learning opportunity that promotes social responsibility. 5AE will complete a variety of activities over the School year to support two organizations that were chosen by the students. That support may come in the form of students’ time and energy, or it may be financial support from fundraising activities. 
This year, the students of 5AE selected the Canadian Cancer Society <http://www.cancer.ca/ccs/internet/niw_splash/0%2C%2C3172%2C00.html> as an organization to support for their philanthropy project. In addition, we will help Dreams Take Flight <http://ywg.dreamstakeflight.ca/>, which contributes to the quality of children’s lives by flying them to Disney World for one day of fun.

In discussions, many students in 5AE shared their stories about people in their family/friendship circle, or people their parents knew, who had succumbed to cancer. It was touching to see their concern. How it affected their lives/emotions is the main reason they selected the Canadian Cancer Society. They want anyone with cancer to have help, and ultimately, they want a cure for cancer to be found. Here is the organization’s mission:

“The Canadian Cancer Society is a national community-based organization of volunteers, whose mission is the eradication of cancer and the enhancement of the quality of life of people living with cancer.”
The students also expressed sadness for all children who are ill, have been badly injured or have a disability. Matthew Fogel shared some information about the organization that his father, Marty Fogel, has been involved in for many years. Dreams Take Flight is best described below, in an excerpt from an email that Dr. Fogel sent to our class.

“The flight this year is going to be in mid April and we have a 767 which will probably hold about one hundred kids who have a variety of physical and social disabilities.  We generally arrive at the airport at 03:00 on a Wednesday morning, fly down to Orlando and visit Disney's Magic Kingdom for about 7 hours and then fly straight back to Winnipeg arriving at about midnight or 01:00 on Thursday morning.  
Prior to the event, all children are screened medically to make sure they have the stamina for the flight.  The kids don't know they are being considered for the flight until my medical team gives the OK.  The Air Canada volunteers raise funds throughout the year which helps pay for the cost of food, park passes, gifts and other costs like passports.  All of us, pilots, flight attendants, mechanics etc. volunteer our time.  I am part of the medical team that makes sure the kids and adults on the trip stay healthy during this grueling event.  Air Canada donates the plane and Shell oil donates the fuel.”

Please discuss our philanthropy project with your child and support 5AE in our endeavors to support both organizations. Attached with this letter is a detailed description of our first fundraising activity.
Sincerely,

A. Elkins and the Students of 5AE
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Oct. 18, 2007

Dear 5AE Families,

We are very excited about our first fundraising activity: we will be selling a product that every family must have and cannot function without: a family calendar!

Most families, these days, are very busy. We aim to balance our lives with work and play, but sometimes, we do not feel balanced because we have forgotten about an appointment or one family member was unaware about the activities of others. There is a special calendar that can help us keep the balance in our lives by keeping us ORGANIZED! Are you ready for it?
The Ultimate Family Organizer has been designed in a huge, two-page-per-month layout so that each daily space is large enough to note many appointments and activities. There are parenting tips and a year 2009 calendar. Kids love the colourful stickers that can be placed on the calendar to highlight birthdays, school events, appointments etc. Read on for even more of the calendar’s features.

· 15 months from October, 2007 to December, 2008

· Space to list emergency numbers

· Terrific craft ideas

· One month forward and back on each page

· Includes Canadian and U.S. holidays

· A perfect gift for family and friends

Something else that is fantastic about this calendar/organizer? It is only $15.00! Other calendars sell for even more money but are not as functional. They may be pretty to look at and have lovely pictures, but there is little room for writing in all the family’s activities in the small square provided. 
Your child has been given a two-sided Sellers Form to help them promote the calendar and to record his/her sales. Please support them in their efforts over the next four weeks.
This is a wonderful product, and we are aiming for each student in 5AE to sell a minimum of two calendars by Nov. 23. Our class retains $5.00 for every calendar we sell, so we have selected $220.00 as our minimum target for this fundraiser. We are hoping to raise even more money to help the two organizations we are supporting. Students decided that 60% of the funds raised will go to the Canadian Cancer Society and 40% will go toward Dreams Take Flight.
Thank you for taking the time to read about our important projects this year. If you have any questions or suggestions to help us achieve our goals, please let us know.

Sincerely,

Alison Elkins
