	   *Checklist to make sure you are ready*
	

	I read all scripts for the week out loud to myself.
	

	I checked any pronunciations I wasn’t sure of.
	

	I read to a parent/sibling/grandparent/babysitter
	

	I read to Mrs. Zilinek or my Form Teacher.
	

	I read in a loud, clear voice for JS Assembly.
	


5LD Assembly Readers:

Monday, December 7/09



This week’s feature composer is Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky.  The feature composition is the “Russian Dance” from the Nutcracker Suite.  Put up your hand if you have ever been to see the “The Nutcracker” at the Royal Winnipeg Ballet.  If you have seen the ballet then you have definitely heard the feature composition.  Even if you haven’t seen the ballet, you will probably recognize this very famous piece of music.  Tchaikovsky’s orchestral music is among the most popular and is still widely performed around the world.  Today as you are listening pay close attention to the tempo of the music.  You may quietly tap the beat, but be ready for it to get faster and faster to the end. Enjoy the music!

Wednesday, December 9/09




This week’s feature composer is Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky.  The feature composition is the “Russian Dance” from the Nutcracker Suite.  At age 7, Tchaikovsky heard a music box playing Mozart’s music and he begged his parents to let him take piano lessons.  They allowed him to take lessons but they did not want him to have a career in music.  They wanted him to be a lawyer when he grew up.  When he was an adult, Tchaikovsky realized that music was what he really enjoyed doing the most, and so he enrolled at the St. Petersburg Conservatory. Tchaikovsky worked very hard at his music.  He was always worried that it was never good enough and that the audience would not like it.  Today as you are listening, think of some words that describe how this music sounds to you. Enjoy the music!

Friday, December 11/09
    
This week’s feature composer is Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky. The feature composition is the “Russian Dance” from the Nutcracker Suite.  Although Tchaikovsky loved the music of Beethoven, Haydn and Mozart, he wanted his own compositions to reflect his own native culture, and so he often used Russian folk melodies as themes in his symphonies.  In Act II of The Nutcracker, Clara and the Prince are entertained with a series of dances, and that is when we hear this Russian Dance. Today, as you are listening, pay special attention to the tambourine. The musician who is playing it has a very important job in this piece and has to work very hard to get it exactly right. All of the musicians are working just as hard as the dancers in this very exciting piece. Enjoy the music!


